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Affordable Learning Georgia Grants Collections are intended to provide 
faculty with the frameworks to quickly implement or revise the same 
materials as a Textbook Transformation Grants team, along with the aims 
and lessons learned from project teams during the implementation 
process.  
 
Each collection contains the following materials: 
 
 Linked Syllabus  
o The syllabus should provide the framework for both direct 
implementation of the grant team’s selected and created 
materials and the adaptation/transformation of these 
materials.  
 Initial Proposal 
o The initial proposal describes the grant project’s aims in detail. 
 Final Report 
o The final report describes the outcomes of the project and any 




Unless otherwise indicated, all Grants Collection materials are licensed 
under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.  
Initial Proposal
Application Details
Manage Application: ALG Textbook Transformation Grant
Team Members (Name, Title, Department, Institutions if different, and email address for
each): 
Dr. Valerie Hastings, Assistant Professor of French, Modern and Classical Language
department, vthastings@ung.edu. 
 
Mariana Stone, Director of Language Labs, Spanish department, mariana.stone@ung.edu. 
  
Sponsor, (Name, Title, Department, Institution): 
Dr. Brian Mann, Head of the Modern and Classical Language department. 
  
Course Names, Course Numbers and Semesters Offered: 
Elementary French I, 1001 (offered in the Summer, Fall, and Spring every year.) 
 
Elementary French II, 1002 (offered in the Summer, Fall, and Spring every year.) 
 
Award Cycle: Round 4
Internal Submission
Deadline:
Monday, September 7, 2015
Application Title: 147
Submitter First Name: Valerie
Submitter Last Name: Hastings
Submitter Title: Assistant Professor
Submitter Email Address: vthastings@ung.edu
Submitter Phone Number: 706-867-2726
Submitter Campus Role: Other
Applicant First Name: Valerie
Applicant Last Name: Hastings
Applicant Email Address: vthastings@ung.edu
Applicant Phone Number: 706-867-2726
Primary Appointment Title: Assistant Professor









To lower overall costs for degree completion for students by lowering textbook costs. 
Utilize authentic L2 (Second Language) materials relevant to the culture and language they
are studying that align with the linguistic goals and competencies of a lower division French
student in 1001 /1002. 
Provide an open source free textbook that will put an emphasis on interactive ways of
learning and the use of technology (an open source free textbook online with active links to
online videos and articles). 
Allow students to have access to course materials that are very current and can easily be
updated. 
Compare and contrast the effect on learning outcomes between the students using a

















List the original course
materials for students
(including title, whether
optional or required, & cost
for each item):
·Required: En avant: Beginning French
(9780073386461), 2nd edition by Anderson,
$148.00
·Required: Connect Plus with LearnSmart
(1259278859) Introductory French Access
Card for En avant, $130.00
Total Cost $278.00


















Assess student preferences with a survey on the group trialed with the new online learning
resource. 
Encourage a switch to new online learning resources for other faculty working with other
languages as well. 
  
Statement of Transformation: 
UNG serves a large and widespread population of low-income students. The rising cost of
tuition and textbooks creates financial barriers that negatively affect degree completion.
Making no-cost-to students learning materials available allows college to become more
affordable and accessible to our population therefore increasing retention and graduation
rates. 
 
The textbook currently required is rather expensive and some students often decide not to
purchase or wait too long to acquire the material required or recommended at the cost of their
success in the class. Students often fall behind by postponing the purchase of their textbook,
lose their confidence and sometimes even drop of the course or withdraw from college
completely. 
 
Also, most textbook material becomes dated rather quickly and even if they are updated with
each new edition justifying an increase in price, the new editions are never able to embrace all
the cultural and linguistic changes in real time. The new no-cost online learning material will
allow to incorporate authentic online resources from the culture studied and will permit instant
updates and the malleability necessary when it comes to teaching languages and culture,
especially in a lower division French course. 
 
Access to the most current information available will allow the students to make connections
between what is happening in the Francophone world currently and the material studied,
keeping them informed and interested. Also, an improved and easier access to the required
and recommended materials for the course will allow the students to feel more confident and
improve their overall performance. 
  
Transformation Action Plan: 
Dr. Valerie Hastings: 1001&1002 French courses and syllabus redesign with a new
sequence and a redefinition of the materials to be mastered after each level. 
Mariana Stone: Two student surveys (an experience survey to get feedback on the
perceived efficiency and ease of use of the new resource and a final assessment survey to
measure the impact on learning with the new resource compared to the old one). 
Mariana Stone & Dr. Valerie Hastings: Design interactive activities (to practice reading,
writing, listening and speaking in class) and create quality videos and other audio materials
to be embedded into the new online resource. All materials will be available on a freely
accessible textbook (with active links to videos and audio material). The text will be available
for downloading in Adobe Acrobat Format and will be freely accessible under the Creative
Commons Attribution- NonCommercial- ShareAlike licence. A new web site will be created
with a publishing platform available online (https://versal.com), to supplement and host the
3 of 6
pdf version of the new textbook. 
  
Timeline: 
September 2015: Partial implementation in one level 1001 class and in one level 1002 class to
compare the use of the new online resource with the group using a commercial textbook. 
 
October 2015: First experience survey and assessment survey (ten-minute meetings with the
students and midterm exams). 
 
November 2015: Make some adjustments and/or changes based on the first surveys. The
results will be shared with the rest of the faculty. 
 
December 2015: Final experience survey and final assessment survey (Final exams). 
 
January 2016: Full implementation: All sections of French 1001 and 1002 have free access to
the online resource. 
 
March 2016: Survey of the faculty to get their feedback on the new online resource. 
 
April 2016: Experience survey and Assessment survey. Final report submitted including





Compare ABC rates and DFW rates for
FRENCH 1001 and 1002 using the new
online resource to those using a commercial
textbook.
Assess students performance using the
uniform final exam for 1001 and 1002 and
compare to those using a commercial
textbook.
Assess speaking, writing, listening and
reading skills using the ACTFL proficiency
guidelines and compare to those using a
commercial textbook.
Measure the impact on student experience
with an online Survey on D2L for students
who are using the new online resource.
Suggestions for improvements will be
solicited.
Survey of the faculty to get their feedback on
the new online resource.
University of North Georgia Requested Funds
Personnel $10,000.00




The courses for French 1001 & 1002 will be offered in the spring, summer and fall of each year
using the free online resource on all UNG campuses. 
 
The faculty will review all materials available with the free online resource annually and
updates and/or changes will be made as appropriate. 
  
Mrs. Mariana Stone $5,000.00
Contractual $800.00





1 Intro,	gree=ngs,	alphabet	pp.12	&13 B.1	&	B.2	(pp.	34-42) C.1.1	+	C.1.2	pp.60 C.6.2	pp.	66
Chap.	1 pp.	15-18	+	le	verbe	"etre"	p18 B.3	(pp.	42-44)	B.4,	B.5	(pp.	44-48) C.1.4	+	C.1.5	pp.60 C.6.1	+	C.6.3
2 La	classe	vocab	pp.	19-20 B.6	(pp.	49-51)B.7	(pp.	51-54) C.2.1	+	C.2.2	+	C.2.3 C.6.4	+	C6.5	+	C6.6
Chap.	1 Les	chiffres	&	adjec=fs	pp.	21-24 ),	B.2	(pp.	103-111),	D2L	PRE	CLASS	WORK-	ADJECTIFS	POSSESSIFS C.4	+	C.5.1	+	C5.2	 	C6.7	+	C6.8
3 Descrip=ons	objects	pp.	72-76 B.5,	B.6,	B.7	(pp.	111-117) C.1.1 C.7.6	+	C.7.7
Chap.	2 Adj	possessifs	&	famille	pp.	76-80 B.4	(if	needed	pp.99-111) C.1.2	+	C.1.4	+	C.1.5 C.7.2	+	C.7.3	
4 Origines	&	descrip=ons	pp.	81-84 Review	forma=on	ques=ons	B.8	(pp.	55-57) C.2.1	+	C.2.2	+	C.2.3 C.7.8	
Chap.	2 Maison	pp.85-88 B.8	pp.118-119	&	B.9	pp.	120-124 C.3.1	+	C.3.2 	C.7.4	+	C.7.5
5 Age	&	resume	Chap	2	pp.	89-94 N/A C.4.2	+	C.6 C.7.9
Chap.	2 Review	for	Exam	1 N/A C.6.2	+	C.6.3	(pronuncia=on	vocab) Study	for	Exam	1
6 Exam	1	(chap	1&2) D2L	PRECLASS	WORK	-L'heure	&	D2L	PRECLASS	WORK	VERBS	IN	-ER C.5.1 																						C7.7
Chap.	3 Ac=vites	&	heure	pp.	140-143 B.4	(pp.	176-179) C.1.1,	C.1.2 C.7.8
7 Ac=vites	VERBES	pp.	144-151 	B.3	(pp.	169-176) C.2.2,	C2.5 Worksheet	D2L
Chap.	3 Le	travail	pp.152-156 B.5,	B.6	(pp.	180-183) C.3.1	+	C.5.2 C7.2	+	C.7.4
8 Les	loisirs	pp.157-160 B.1	&	B.2	(pp.	218-222) C.4.2 C.7.3+	C.7.5	+	C.7.6	+	C.7.9
Chap.	4 Aller	en	ville			pp.	198-202 B.4	(pp.	225-227) C.1.1	+	C.1.2	+	C.1.4 	C.9.2	+	C.9.7
9 Voyage	&	direc=ons	pp.	202-206 B.3	(pp.	223-224)&	B.6	(pp.	228-230) C.3.1	+	C.3.2	+	C.6.1	+	C.7.2 C.9.3
Chap.4 		Saisons	&	voyage	pp.	207-213 B.1	(pp.	269-270) C.2.1	+	C.2.2	+	C.4.1	+	C.5.1 	C.9.4	+	C.9.8
10 	Travaux	menagers	pp.	248-254 	B.2	(pp.	271-272)	 C.1.1	+	C.1.2	 C.4.2	+	C.4.3	+	C.4.4
Chap.	5 Responsabilites	pp.	255-260 B.3	(pp.	273-278) C.2.1	+	C.2.2	+	C.2.3 C.4.5
11 Present,	passe,	futur	pp.	261-265 B.4	&	B.5	(pp.	279-281) C.3.1	+	C.3.3 	C.4.6	+	C.4.7	+	C.4.8
Chap.	5 Review	for	Exam	2 N/A Study	for	Exam	2 Study	for	Exam	2
12 Exam	2 B.1	(pp.	309-311)	&	B.2	(pp.	311-313) N/A N/A
Chap.	6 Les	origines	pp.	292-294 B.3	(pp.	315-318) C1.1	+	C.1.2	+	C.1.3 C.6.1	
13 Voyage	aux	USA	pp.	295-298 D2L	PRECLASS	WORK	-Passe	compose	ETRE C.2.2	+	C.2.3 C.6.2	+	C.6.3
Chap.	6 Date	et	Passe	compose	pp.	299-300 B.5	(pp.	321-323) C.3.1	+	C.3.3	+	C.4.2 C.6.5	+	C.6.6
Thanksgiving	Break,	NO	CLASSThanksgiving	Break,	NO	CLASSTH
14 Comparaisons	pp.	301-303 D2L	PRECLASS	WORK	-	Comparaisons C.5.1	+	C.5.4	+	C.5.5 C.6.10



















































































































Quizzes	(6)	 	 	 20%	
Exams	(3)	 	 	 40%	
Lab	work		 	 	 15%	
Compositions	(2)	 	 5%	

























































	 In	Class	 Read	for	next	class	 Homework	
Week	1	 Review	Present,	FP,	PC	 B.1	(pp.	371-373)	 	
		 pp.	348-351	 B.1	(pp.	373-377)	 C.1	+	C.5.6	
Chap.	7	 pp.	352-355	 B.2	(pp.	377-379)	 C.2	+	C.5.3,	7	
Week	2	 Martin	Luther	King	Day	,	NO	CLASS	
		 pp.	356-358	 B.2,	B.3	(pp.	379-385)	 C.3	
Chap.	7	 pp.	359-362	 B.4	(pp.	385-388)	 C.4	
		
Week	3	 pp.	363-364	 B.5,	B.6	(pp.	389-392)	 C.5.1,	5,	8	
		 p.	365-366	 B.1	(pp.	415-417)	 C.5.9,	10	
Chap.	8	 pp.	402-403	 B.1	(pp.	417-419)	 C.1.1,2	
		
Week	4	 pp.	403-405	 B.2	(pp.	419-423)	 C.1.3,	4,	5	
		 pp.	406-408	 B.3(pp.	423-425)	 C.2		
Chap.	8	 pp.408-409	 B.4	(pp.	425-428)	 C.3	
		
Week	5	 pp.	410-411	 N/A	 C.4	
		 Presentation	in	class	 N/A	 Prepare	Practice	Exam	
		 Review	for	Exam	1	 N/A	 Study	for	Exam	1	
		
Week	6	 Exam	1	 B.1	(pp.	450-451)	 		
		 pp.	438-439	 B.2	(pp.	452-454)	 C.1	+	C.5.2	
Chap.	9	 pp.	440-441	 B.3	(pp.	455-457)	 C.2	+	C.5.3	
Week	7	 pp.441-442	 B.4	(pp.	458-461)	 C.3	+	C.5.4,	5	
		 pp.443-445	 B.5	(pp.	461-462)	 C.4	+	C.5.1,	3,	7,	8	
Chap.	9	 pp.446-448	 B.1	(pp.	488-490)	 	
		
		
Week	8	 pp.	474-476	 B.2	(pp.	491-493)	 C.4.1	+	C.5.2		
		 pp.	477-480	 B.2	(pp.	493-495)	 C.4.2,	3	+	C.5.6	
Chap.	10	 pp.	481-484	 B.3	(pp.	495-497)	 C.2.2	+	C.5.7		
Week	9	 pp.	484-487	 B.4,	B.5	(pp.	497-502)	 C.1.1	+	C.3	+	C.5.3,	4	
		 In	class	writing	exercise	 N/A	 C.2.1,	2	+	C.5.1,	5	
Chap.	10	 In	class	composition	 N/A	 Prepare	Practice	Exam	
		
Week	10	 Review	for	Exam	2	 N/A	 Review	for	Exam	
		 Exam	2	 B.1	(pp.	5525-527)	 	









Week	12	 p.	521-522	 B.1	(pp.	565-567)	 C.4	+	C.5.8,	9,	10	
		 pp.	554-555	 B.2	(pp.	567-571)	 	
Chap.	12	 pp.	556	+	review	PC	v.	Imp	 B.3	(pp.	572-574)	 	
		
Week	13	 pp.	557-559	 B.4	(575-577)	 	
		 pp.	559-560	 B.4	(pp.	577-579)	 	
Chap.	12	 In	class	composition	 B.5	(pp.	579-581)	 	
		
Week	14	 pp.	561-563	 B.5	(pp.	582-583)	 	
		 pp.	563-564	 B.6	(p.584)	 Prepare	for	presentation	
Chap.	12	 In	class	presentation	 		 	
		
Week	15	 		 		 		
		 Unfinished	material	and	general	review	for	the	final	exam	all	week	












Affordable	  Learning	  Georgia	  Textbook	  Transformation	  Grants	  	  
Final	  Report	  
Round	  4,	  Proposal	  147	  
Dr.	  Valerie	  Hastings,	  University	  of	  North	  Georgia,	  	  
and	  Mariana	  Stone,	  University	  of	  North	  Georgia	  
	   	  
Date:	  May	  26,	  2017	  
Grant	  Number:	  147	  
Institution	  Name(s):	  University	  of	  North	  Georgia	  (UNG)	  
Team	  Members	  (Name,	  Title,	  Department,	  Institutions	  if	  different,	  and	  email	  
address	  for	  each):	  
Dr.	  Valerie	  Hastings	  
Assistant	  Professor	  of	  French	  
Modern	  and	  Classical	  Languages	  Department	  	  




Director	  of	  Language	  labs	  
Spanish	  Department	  	  
University	  of	  North	  Georgia	  
Mariana.Stone@ung.edu	  
Project	  Lead:	  Dr.	  Valerie	  Hastings	  (UNG)	  
Course	  Name(s)	  and	  Course	  Numbers:	  Elementary	  French	  I,	  1001	  and	  Elementary	  
French	  II,	  1002	  
Semester	  Project	  Began:	  Fall	  2015	  
Semester(s)	  of	  Implementation:	  Spring	  2016	  
Average	  Number	  of	  Students	  Per	  Course	  Section:	  20	  
Number	  of	  Course	  Sections	  Affected	  by	  Implementation:	  42	  
Total	  Number	  of	  Students	  Affected	  by	  Implementation:	  	  734	  
1.	  	  NARRATIVE	  
Transformation	  Experience	  
Our	  experience	  overall	  has	  been	  very	  positive.	  We	  found	  a	  free	  textbook	  for	  use	  with	  
no	  copyrights,	  which	  served	  as	  a	  frame	  to	  establish	  a	  sequence	  and	  some	  of	  the	  
content	  for	  our	  outline	  (see	  documents	  attached	  for	  a	  two	  days	  a	  week	  course	  or	  a	  
three	  days	  a	  week	  course).	  http://www.lightandmatter.com/french/	  
In	  order	  to	  supplement	  the	  textbook	  with	  more	  images,	  videos,	  songs	  and	  activities,	  
we	  created	  two	  websites,	  one	  for	  the	  1001	  course	  and	  one	  for	  the	  1002	  course.	  We	  
were	  able	  to	  insert	  the	  textbook	  one	  chapter	  at	  a	  time	  for	  easier	  access	  and	  add	  any	  
missing	  points	  or	  activities.	  Our	  two	  freely	  accessible	  websites	  are	  organized	  by	  
chapters	  with	  active	  links	  to	  the	  Internet	  and/or	  power	  points	  or	  documents	  to	  
supplement.	  All	  images	  inserted	  are	  free	  of	  rights	  as	  specified	  on	  the	  webpages:	  “All	  
images	  posted	  on	  this	  web	  site	  are	  from	  Pixabay	  and	  are	  released	  free	  of	  copyrights	  
under	  Creative	  Commons	  CC0.	  You	  may	  download,	  modify,	  distribute,	  and	  use	  them	  
royalty-­‐free	  for	  anything	  even	  in	  commercial	  applications.	  Attribution	  is	  not	  
required”.	  	  
Our	  online	  platform	  allows	  the	  students	  to	  access	  their	  textbook	  and	  any	  necessary	  
document	  from	  anywhere,	  on	  their	  tablet,	  phone	  or	  computer.	  They	  can	  also	  access	  
a	  pdf	  of	  the	  free	  textbook	  from	  the	  webpage	  and	  print	  it	  if	  they	  prefer	  to	  have	  a	  
paper	  copy	  to	  write	  on.	  
http://thieryval.wixsite.com/liberte1001	  
http://thieryval.wixsite.com/liberte1002	  
The	  challenges	  we	  encountered	  were	  mostly	  related	  to	  the	  homework	  component.	  
Most	  traditional	  textbooks	  offer	  an	  online	  homework	  platform	  (my	  lab,	  centro	  etc…)	  
where	  online	  activities	  are	  available	  for	  the	  students.	  An	  online	  key	  is	  typically	  
available	  to	  purchase	  along	  with	  the	  textbook.	  The	  main	  advantage	  with	  these	  
online	  homework	  systems	  is	  that	  the	  students	  get	  instant	  feedback	  and	  corrections.	  
It	  has	  been	  a	  challenge	  to	  create	  materials	  to	  replace	  the	  homework	  platform	  for	  
sale	  with	  the	  traditional	  textbooks.	  We	  were	  able	  to	  offer	  recordings	  to	  test	  our	  
students	  listening	  skills	  but	  their	  answers	  are	  registered	  on	  paper	  and	  later	  
returned	  to	  the	  teacher	  for	  corrections.	  This	  system	  does	  not	  provide	  instant	  
feedback	  and	  students	  have	  been	  missing	  that	  component	  from	  the	  old	  traditional	  
packages	  offered	  before	  the	  new	  no-­‐cost	  online	  textbook.	  
	  
Transformative	  Impacts	  on	  Our	  Instruction	  
	  
This	  grant	  has	  encouraged	  our	  institution	  to	  consider	  giving	  up	  expensive	  textbooks	  
and	  packages	  in	  other	  sections	  in	  our	  department	  and	  also	  in	  other	  department	  as	  
well.	  The	  Spanish	  Department	  is	  also	  creating	  its	  own	  free	  textbook	  for	  all	  
elementary	  1001	  students,	  which	  represents	  a	  large	  part	  of	  languages	  learners.	  
Additionally,	  it	  has	  allowed	  for	  more	  flexibility	  in	  terms	  of	  teaching.	  Many	  
instructors	  are	  considering	  stepping	  away	  from	  their	  textbook	  and	  not	  just	  teach	  by	  
the	  book.	  	  
Transformative	  Impacts	  on	  Students	  and	  Their	  Performance	  
This	  transformation	  had	  a	  positive	  impact	  on	  our	  students’	  performance	  (see	  the	  
details	  in	  section	  3b).	  They	  were	  able	  to	  access	  their	  textbook	  as	  soon	  as	  the	  
semester	  started	  while	  before	  the	  transformation,	  some	  students	  were	  unable	  to	  do	  
so	  for	  financial	  and	  other	  various	  reasons	  which	  slowed	  down	  their	  progress	  right	  
from	  the	  beginning.	  
Also	  the	  new	  no-­‐cost	  online	  textbooks	  also	  allowed	  us	  to	  update	  the	  material	  and	  
include	  very	  current	  authentic	  cultural	  sources	  (such	  as	  videos	  or	  songs),	  which	  
kept	  the	  students	  more	  informed	  and	  engaged.	  Overall,	  the	  improved	  and	  easier	  
access	  to	  the	  required	  and	  recommended	  materials	  allowed	  the	  students	  to	  feel	  
more	  confident	  and	  improve	  their	  class	  performance.	  	  
Lessons	  Learned	  
Our	  lesson	  is	  that	  next	  time,	  we	  need	  to	  have	  a	  better	  system	  to	  be	  able	  to	  compete	  
with	  the	  very	  elaborate	  and	  expensive	  online	  platforms	  created	  to	  accompany	  
traditional	  textbooks.	  	  
2.	  	  QUOTES	  
Overall,	  students	  were	  satisfied	  with	  their	  new	  no	  cost	  textbook	  (see	  students’	  
surveys).	  When	  ask	  the	  question:	  “What	  is	  missing	  in	  your	  opinion	  in	  this	  free	  
textbook?”	  these	  were	  some	  of	  their	  answers.	  	  
“Nothing.	  You	  got	  it	  all	  covered.”	  
“Use	  text	  analysis	  to	  search	  and	  categorize	  responses;	  see	  frequently-­‐used	  words	  
and	  phrases.	  To	  use	  Text	  Analysis,	  upgrade	  to	  a	  paid	  plan.“	  
“Sometimes	  the	  way	  that	  grammar	  is	  explained	  (placement	  or	  usage)	  is	  confusing	  
(ex.	  order	  of	  me,	  te,	  se,	  etc	  in	  front	  of	  lui,	  leur	  -­‐-­‐	  conditionnel	  is	  confusing	  also)	  or	  
introducing	  similar	  topics	  too	  close	  together,	  making	  them	  hard	  to	  learn	  (imparfait	  
&	  futur	  simple).	  otherwise,	  it's	  very	  clear	  &	  organised	  for	  the	  most	  part.“	  
“Nothing,	  I	  just	  prefer	  hard	  cover	  textbooks.	  I	  love	  that	  the	  textbook	  is	  free	  though.	  I	  
think	  it	  should	  remain	  free.“	  
“Maybe	  add	  solution	  sets	  in	  the	  back,	  although	  those	  are	  already	  online	  through	  d2l“	  
“I	  prefer	  the	  written	  book	  only	  because	  it's	  easiest	  to	  fill	  out	  the	  homework	  and	  turn	  
in	  the	  pages	  later.”	  
“Nothing;	  it's	  pretty	  great!!!	  (:”	  
“More	  conversational	  French	  vocabulary	  :)“	  
“Better	  organization,	  but	  it	  did	  help	  me	  much	  better	  through	  1002”	  
“Clearer	  page	  by	  page,	  no	  lettered	  sections	  index.”	  
“Nothing.	  This	  textbook	  is	  great.”	  
Most	  students	  were	  thankful	  for	  the	  no-­‐cost	  materials	  but	  a	  few	  expressed	  some	  
concerns.	  Some	  preferred	  a	  traditional	  textbook	  because	  it	  seemed	  better	  organized.	  
They	  expressed	  their	  preference	  for	  grammar	  to	  be	  in	  one	  section	  and	  the	  
vocabulary	  also	  listed	  in	  a	  separate	  area	  with	  translations,	  so	  we	  organized	  each	  
chapters	  in	  Section	  A	  (suggested	  activities	  for	  the	  classroom),	  section	  B	  for	  grammar	  
only,	  a	  vocabulary	  section	  with	  links	  to	  ‘quizlet’	  activities	  to	  practice	  and	  a	  final	  
section	  for	  songs	  and	  cultural	  videos.	  We	  also	  provided	  the	  students	  with	  a	  pdf	  
version	  of	  the	  textbook	  to	  allow	  them	  to	  write	  inside	  and	  highlight.	  
	  
3.	  QUANTITATIVE	  AND	  QUALITATIVE	  MEASURES	  
3A.	  OVERALL	  MEASUREMENTS	  
The	  total	  number	  of	  students	  affected	  in	  this	  project	  is	  734	  
In	  order	  to	  gather	  students’	  perceptions	  of	  and	  experiences	  with	  no-­‐cost	  materials,	  
we	  created	  a	  link	  for	  a	  survey	  directly	  available	  on	  their	  D2L	  pages.	  Students	  were	  
asked	  the	  following	  questions:	  
How	  likely	  is	  it	  that	  you	  would	  recommend	  LIBERTE	  to	  another	  student?	  
How	  would	  you	  rate	  the	  content	  of	  your	  textbook?	  
How	  organized	  is	  this	  new	  free	  textbook?	  
Has	  this	  free	  online	  textbook	  helped	  you	  and	  if	  yes	  choose	  how?	  
Which	  feature(s)	  of	  this	  free	  online	  textbook	  helped	  you?	  
Which	  one	  do	  you	  prefer?	  (This	  free	  online	  and	  pdf	  textbook	  or	  	  The	  
traditional	  hard	  cover	  textbook	  and	  online	  homework)	  
	  
Results	  from	  this	  survey	  are	  found	  in	  the	  “Supporting	  Data	  &	  Related	  Documents”	  
file	  and	  explained	  in	  detailed	  in	  section	  3b.	  	  
Overall,	  students	  were	  positively	  affected	  by	  the	  change	  to	  the	  no-­‐cost	  materials.	  
Our	  survey	  shows	  that	  83.33%	  of	  the	  students	  prefer	  the	  no-­‐cost	  materials	  while	  
16.67%	  would	  rather	  use	  the	  traditional	  hard	  cover	  textbook	  and	  online	  homework.	  
To	  the	  question	  “How	  likely	  is	  it	  that	  you	  would	  recommend	  LIBERTE	  to	  another	  
student?”	  11%	  were	  detractors,	  36%	  were	  passives,	  52%	  were	  promoters.	  









Student	  Learning	  Outcomes	  and	  Grades	  
Was	  the	  overall	  comparative	  impact	  on	  student	  performance	  in	  terms	  
of	  learning	  outcomes	  and	  grades	  in	  the	  semester(s)	  of	  implementation	  
over	  previous	  semesters	  positive,	  neutral,	  or	  negative?	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   Choose	  One:	  	  	  
• _X_	  	  	  	  	  Positive:	  Higher	  performance	  outcomes	  measured	  over	  previous	  
semester(s)	  
• ___	  	  	  	  	  Neutral:	  Same	  performance	  outcomes	  over	  previous	  semester(s)	  
• ___	  	  	  	  	  Negative:	  Lower	  performance	  outcomes	  over	  previous	  semester(s)	  	  
Drop/Fail/Withdraw	  Rate:	  
_______%	  of	  students,	  out	  of	  a	  total	  ______	  students	  affected,	  
dropped/failed/withdrew	  from	  the	  course	  in	  the	  final	  semester	  of	  
implementation.	  (We	  don’t	  have	  access	  to	  this	  information	  yet	  since	  our	  
department	  assistant	  is	  currently	  out	  of	  the	  country,	  I	  only	  have	  the	  years	  2015	  
and	  2016	  for	  all	  classes	  on	  all	  campuses)	  
Choose	  One:	  	  	  
• _X__	  	  	  	  	  Positive:	  This	  is	  a	  lower	  percentage	  of	  students	  with	  D/F/W	  than	  
previous	  semester(s)	  
• ___	  	  	  	  	  Neutral:	  This	  is	  the	  same	  percentage	  of	  students	  with	  D/F/W	  than	  
previous	  semester(s)	  
• ___	  	  	  	  	  Negative:	  This	  is	  a	  higher	  percentage	  of	  students	  with	  D/F/W	  than	  
previous	  semester(s)	  
3b.	  NARRATIVE	  
Drop,	  Fail,	  Withdraw	  (DFW)	  Delta	  Rates	  
We	  do	  not	  have	  access	  to	  any	  drop	  data	  and	  the	  data	  we	  asked	  for,	  in	  terms	  of	  
number	  of	  withdraws	  and	  F	  contains	  some	  sensitive	  personal	  students	  information	  
that	  cannot	  be	  shared,	  neither	  removed	  from	  the	  Excel	  sheet,	  as	  it	  is	  all	  in	  one	  cell.	  
We	  have	  therefore	  looked	  at	  the	  data	  and	  added	  all	  F	  and	  W	  for	  the	  year	  2015	  and	  
2016.	  We	  also	  have	  had	  a	  change	  in	  the	  faculty	  in	  the	  Fall	  2016	  which	  could	  also	  
explain	  the	  higher	  number	  of	  Withdraws.	  In	  the	  Spring	  2015,	  16	  students	  withdrew	  
from	  their	  course	  and	  1	  got	  an	  F	  as	  a	  final	  grade.	  In	  the	  Fall	  2015,	  7	  students	  
withdrew	  from	  their	  course	  and	  7	  got	  an	  F	  as	  a	  final	  grade.	  In	  the	  Spring	  2016,	  5	  
students	  withdrew	  from	  their	  course	  and	  5	  got	  an	  F	  as	  a	  final	  grade.	  And	  in	  the	  Fall	  
2016,	  12	  students	  withdrew	  from	  their	  course	  and	  4	  got	  an	  F	  as	  a	  final	  grade.	  
As	  shown	  in	  the	  “Supporting	  Data	  &	  Related	  Documents”,	  our	  survey	  shows	  that	  
more	  than	  half	  the	  students	  (52%)	  would	  recommend	  the	  no-­‐cost	  textbook	  to	  other	  
students	  while	  36%	  are	  passives.	  Only	  11%	  of	  the	  students	  would	  not	  recommend	  
the	  no-­‐cost	  textbook	  to	  others.	  
Also	  99.14%	  rate	  the	  no-­‐cost	  textbook	  between	  “somewhat	  good”	  and	  “extremely	  
good”.	  97.39%	  found	  it	  “somewhat	  organized”	  and	  “extremely	  organized”.	  
The	  new	  no-­‐cost	  textbook	  has	  helped	  the	  students	  mostly	  financially	  (58.26%),	  but	  
also	  it	  has	  improved	  the	  students’	  performance	  because	  it	  is	  accessible	  from	  
anywhere	  (24.35%).	  More	  specifically,	  students	  found	  that	  the	  pdf	  available	  on	  the	  
websites	  were	  the	  best	  feature	  (27.19%),	  as	  well	  as	  the	  videos/audio	  materials	  
(16.67%)	  and	  the	  supplemental	  games	  for	  the	  vocabulary	  (16.64%).	  
Overall	  83.33%	  of	  the	  students	  would	  prefer	  to	  keep	  the	  online	  no-­‐cost	  textbook.	  
Co-­‐Factors	  
We	  are	  not	  aware	  of	  any	  unique	  co-­‐factors,	  for	  better	  or	  worse,	  that	  arose	  during	  the	  
semester	  and	  thereby	  might	  have	  influenced	  the	  outcomes	  except	  for	  the	  change	  in	  
faculty	  mentioned	  above.	  	  	  
4.	  SUSTAINABILITY	  PLAN	  
Our	  two	  online	  versions	  of	  the	  no-­‐cost	  materials	  are	  freely	  accessible	  to	  the	  public.	  
The	  website	  will	  be	  updated	  and	  maintained	  every	  semester	  by	  Dr.	  Hastings.	  
5.	  FUTURE	  PLANS	  
The	  level	  2	  classes	  (2001	  and	  2002)	  would	  also	  benefit	  from	  an	  online	  no-­‐cost	  
textbook.	  This	  time,	  it	  would	  be	  interesting	  to	  develop	  a	  sequence	  that	  is	  built	  
around	  movies.	  Of	  course	  copyrights	  would	  have	  to	  be	  cleared.	  	  
Also	  a	  solution	  for	  homework,	  as	  stated	  before,	  has	  to	  be	  found.	  It	  is	  often	  
mentioned	  by	  the	  students	  who	  are	  interested	  in	  instant	  feedback,	  therefore	  we	  
have	  to	  create	  web	  activities	  that	  autocorrect	  themselves.	  The	  question	  is	  what	  
platform	  to	  use	  since	  the	  current	  templates	  offered	  under	  “wix”	  (which	  is	  what	  we	  
use	  for	  the	  current	  websites)	  does	  not	  fit	  the	  types	  of	  exercises	  that	  would	  be	  
beneficial	  for	  learning	  a	  foreign	  language.	  
We	  have	  presented	  papers	  at	  the	  FLAG	  conference	  this	  year	  in	  Atlanta	  and	  intend	  to	  
do	  the	  same	  next	  year	  to	  encourage	  other	  instructors	  to	  consider	  a	  no-­‐cost	  textbook	  
in	  their	  classrooms.	  We	  are	  also	  thinking	  of	  writing	  a	  freely	  accessible	  textbook	  to	  
replace	  the	  free	  one	  we	  are	  currently	  using	  with	  a	  more	  communicative	  and	  
interactive	  approach.	  	  
6.	  	  DESCRIPTION	  OF	  PHOTOGRAPH	  
(left	  to	  right)	  Dr.	  Valerie	  Hastings,	  subject	  matter	  expert,	  instructor	  of	  record;	  
Mariana	  Stone,	  agent	  graphic,	  designer.	  
	  
